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Å мфнлΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ς
co-disposal of industrial and domestic 
ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻƴ άŘƛƭǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜέ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭǎΦ

Å Before the 1st World War most 

domestic waste was burnt or 

recycled

ÅSaltmarsh seen as waste land, or 
harbouringdisease and so needed 
άƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ōȅ ǘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
a thin layer of topsoil to provide public 
open space 

A little History



Å During World War II bomb damage was 
added to tips

Å 1949 Coast Protection Act gives powers but 
not duties to Local Authorities to provide 
Coast Protection.

Å мфтлΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
Authorities become responsible for Waste 
Management

Å Until 1996 Waste Operators could 
surrender licenses 

ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΧΦ

History and legislation



Å Local Authorities have inherited former land-fill sites 

Å Contents (i.e. pollution potential) often unknown

Å Usually public open space and enjoyed by the public.

Å Basic protection provided, but now ageing (Now over the 50 

year design life)

Å Often surrounded by {t!ΩŀŀƴŘ {!/Ωǎ όǊŜŎŜǇǘƻǊǎύ

Å As landowner could be liable for prosecution

The Legacy



What is the Scale of the 
problem?

LǘΩǎ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΥ

Å High population and industrial history

Å Saltmarshes were extensive

Å Now highly designated

Å Nationally c.1,500 landfills at risk of coastal flooding 
and/or erosion

Å 46 sites at risk in ESCP Area

Å 158 in the SCOPAC Region

Å Total length of protection 38KM ESCP, 72km SCOPAC

Å *Cost of replacement of these defences ~ £80M 
(ESCP), £150M (SCOPAC)

Å Recent research projects:
Å e.g. NERC ςUniversity of Southampton

Å ESCP 2015Ą SCOPAC/LGASiG/RFCC 2017-18)

*These figures are very preliminary estimates and will be revised as the project 
proceeds




